
The Jacob Heck Residence, built 1879. Second floor added 1889.
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Third Avenue Bridge, Minnepolis, ca 1925.

Two Opportunities for MNSAH Members This Fall

Bridging Continents, Bridging the River: Norwegian-American  
Engineers and the Mississippi River Gorge in the Twin Cities

Joint Tour with Norwegian American Historical Association

Saturday, September 6

Dayton’s Bluff/
Swede Hollow 
Walking Tour

MNSAH Fall Tour

Saturday, 
October11
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JOINT NAHA/MNSAH TOUR

The Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul 
owe their origins to the Mississippi River—for its  
water power and its river commerce. As these 
river towns grew, they also became host to one 
of the largest urban communities of Norwegian  
immigrants in the United States.

These two stories come together in “Bridging  
Continents, Bridging the River: Norwegian-
American Engineers and the Mississippi River 
Gorge in the Twin Cities,” cosponsored by the 
Norwegian American Historical Association 
(NAHA) and the Minnesota Chapter of the Society 
of Architectural Historians (MNSAH). The tour 
will focus on the work of five immigrant engineers 
from Norway who played major roles in shaping the 

aesthetics and engineering of the river as it winds 
through both cities.

The engineers are Frederik Wilhelm Cappelen, 
Kristoffer Olsen Oustad, Andreas Wendelbo 
Münster, Martin Sigvart Grytbak, and Leif  
Johan Sverdrup. They were part of a significant 
migration of Norwegian engineers to many 
parts of the U.S. in the decades surrounding the 
turn of the 20th century. From diverse back-
grounds, most were educated in Norway, Sweden, 
or Germany, and found initial employment with 
American railroads. Collectively, they contrib-
uted over 115 years of work in the city engineer’s 
offices of Minneapolis and St. Paul, and also 
formed several engineering consulting firms. 

The tour will begin at Augsburg College with 
a presentation on the work of the engineers in 
both cities. A bus and walking tour will then pro-
vide a close look at a number of surviving bridges,  
including the Third Avenue Bridge, the Broadway 
Bridge, the Ford Bridge, and the Washington 
Avenue Bridge. In addition to the history of the 
structures, the tour will discuss several bridge  
rehabilitation projects, exploring the collaboration 
between historians and engineers in efforts to 
preserve historical authenticity while providing 
for current and future travel needs.  
 
Our guides for the tour include Kristin Anderson, 
MNSAH and Augsburg College; Dennis  
Gimmestad, NAHA; Steve Olson, Olson & 
Nesvold Engineers; Charlene Roise, Hess Roise 
Historical Consultants; and Kristen Zschomler, 
Cultural Resources Unit, Minnesota Department 
of Transportation.

Because the tour is sponsored by both MNSAH 
and NAHA, space is limited and the event is 
open to members only. Early registration is 
recommended.

Bridging Continents, Bridging the River: Norwegian-American
Engineers and the Mississippi River Gorge in the Twin Cities

Saturday, September 6, 2014
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Northern Pacific Bridge No. 9, Minneapolis, ca. 1910.
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U.S. Government Dam and Locks and Ford Bridge, St. Paul. 1967.
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Bridge Tour Itinerary

$45 for MNSAH members, including transportation and a picnic lunch
Cost

The deadline for registering for this tour is August 22, 2014. Because the tour is sponsored by 
both MNSAH and the Norwegian-American Historical Association (NAHA), space is limited 
and the event is open to members only. Early registration is recommended.  

Register online at tinyurl.com/mnsahbridge   

Or, you may mail your check (payable to MNSAH) and registration form to:
Norwegian-American Historical Association
1510 St. Olaf Avenue
Northfield, MN 55057

Registration 

Registration at Anderson Music Hall,  Augsburg College. Directions and 
parking permits will be communicated to registrants. 
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Saturday, Sepember 6, 2014
8 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.

Directions

The tour begins at the Charles S. Anderson Music Hall, Augsburg College, on the north side of 
Murphy Square at the intersection of 22nd Avenue South and South 7½ Street.    

Note that this bus tour includes considerable walking, including stairs, unpaved surfaces, 
and grassy areas. Sturdy walking shoes and rain gear are recommended. 

8:00–8:30

8:30–9:15

9:30

12:30-1:15

Tour introduction and lecture on Norwegian-American Engineers in 
the Twin Cities

Bus departs to tour the Broadway, Third Avenue, Cedar Avenue,  
and Northern Pacific bridges

Lunch at Wabun Picnic Area, Minnehaha Park

Questions

For questions about the tour, contact Rolf Anderson roanders6@aol.com or 612-824-7807.

1:15 Bus departs to tour the Ford, Franklin Avenue, and Washington Avenue bridges

3:45 Tour concludes at Augsburg College
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FALL TOUR

Dayton’s Bluff, high above downtown Saint 
Paul and the adjoining Swede Hollow, is 
among the capital city’s oldest neighborhoods. 
Join us on October 11, as MNSAH member  
Aaron Rubenstein, a historic preservation and 
land use consultant, gives an introductory pre-
sentation then leads us on a walking tour of this 
fascinating neighborhood, followed by optional 
self-guided tours or a group tour of Swede Hollow.

Dayton’s Bluff is a local historic district, richly 
varied both now and historically in terms of social 
groups and housing stock. Below it, Swede Hollow, 
a small, now secluded valley, historically was 
the site of a tight-knit, immigrant settlement 
of small houses hugging Phalen Creek, without 
streets or utilities. Swede Hollow is now a lovely 
park, with only historic images to remind us of 
what once was. 

The tour begins with an introductory presenta-
tion at First Lutheran Church, a rather ordi-
nary Gothic Revival style 1917 building. It 
does, however, feature extraordinarily beautiful 
stained glass windows dating to 1968, created 
by Conrad Schmitt Studios in Milwaukee. The 
presentation will include historical photographs 
of the neighborhood and hollow, before and  
after photos of rehabilitated houses, and artistic 
representations of Swede Hollow. 

Then we’ll meander through Dayton’s Bluff on 
a walking tour lasting approximately 2.5 hours. 
We’ll see small Italianate style houses of the 
1870s, small and large Queen Anne and Eastlake-
style houses, a range of other styles of houses 
including Craftsman and Colonial Revival,  
vernacular and eclectic, and the interiors of two 
historic houses. We’ll also look at the social and 
historical context of Dayton’s Bluff, its develop-
ment and infrastructure, its evolution from large, 
1870s estates, to a mixed neighborhood of grand 
and modest houses, and the current dynamic 
of using historic preservation to stabilize and  
rejuvenate the neighborhood.

In addition to seeing many vernacular and 
pattern book houses, as well as the City of 
Saint Paul’s Fourth Street Preservation Project, 
we’ll see buildings designed by local architects  
Augustus F. Gauger, Edward P. Bassford,  
Hermann Kretz, Reed & Stem, Adam Lansing 
Dorr, Edwin Radcliffe, and Max Toltz. The 
Dayton’s Bluff walking tour is approximately 1.75 
miles in length.

Following the conclusion of the Dayton’s Bluff 
walking tour at First Lutheran Church, partici-
pants will have the option of self-guided tours 
or a group tour down into and through Swede  
Hollow Park. Some may choose to first have 
lunch at the Swede Hollow Café (located in  
Augustus Gauger’s 1885/89 Stutzman Block), 
or walk across the hollow to Yarusso Brothers  
Italian Restaurant (founded 1933) on Payne  
Avenue and then wander the length of the hollow 
(approximately 15 minutes). 

There are three ways to enter Swede Hollow: 
one involves descending 100+ steps located 
two short blocks from the church, another is 
via a short ramp on the opposite side of the hollow,  
and the third is via the Seventh Street Improve-
ment Arches at the southern end of Swede  
Hollow—also a short walk from the church. 

The Seventh Street Improvement Arches are a rare, 
technically demanding, double-arched structure 
constructed 1883-84 of buff-colored Kasota lime-
stone. Its two tunnels or arches are both skewed, 
or angled, and of helicoidal, or spiral, construc-
tion, designed by engineer William A. Truesdell.  
Originally spanning railroad tracks, the arches  
today shelter a bike and pedestrian path. This 
impressive, yet easy to overlook, structure is listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places and is 
a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark.

Additional self-guided excursions in the immediate 
vicinity might include Hamm’s Brewery, Mounds 
Park, and the Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary.

Dayton’s Bluff/Swede Hollow tour

Saturday, October 11, 2014
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Dayton’s Bluff Fall Tour

$15 members, $20 non-members, $5 students. Lunch is not included.

Cost

Monday, October 6. Register online at www.mnsah.org/events/fall-tour-daytons-bluff/
Or, mail your check (payable to MNSAH) and reservation form to:
MNSAH
c/o Lock Bounds
2072 Iglehart Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55104 

Deadline

Saturday, October 11, 2014

Questions
For more information on the tour, call Robert Ferguson at 651-290-2130. 

Walking tour 9:30 A. M. to 12:30 P. M. 
Tour-goers will be walking approximately 1.75 miles. 
Tour is rain or shine. Be sure to dress appropriately and wear comfortable shoes.

Tour begins and ends at First Lutheran Church, 463 Maria Avenue, Saint Paul 55106.  
(one block north of East Seventh Street).

Optional self-guided tours and group tour of Swede Hollow beginning at 12:30.

Parking on-street (watch for 2-hour parking limit in some places) and in the church parking 
lot located off East Eighth Street directly behind the Burger King building and adjacent to 
the blue house (not in other First Lutheran Church lots).
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Hamm Brewery and Theodore Hamm residence, looking up Swede 
Hollow, ca. 1900
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Former MNSAH 
president Victoria M. 
Young, professor of 
modern architectural 
history at the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas, 
will be speaking 
about her new book 
Saint John’s Abbey 

Church: Marcel Breuer and the Creation of a Modern  
Sacred Space at 2 p.m. on November 16, at Christ 
Church Lutheran in Minneapolis. The event is free 
and open to the public. 

Saint John’s Abbey Church will be published this 
fall by the University of Minnesota Press. The book 
reveals the midcentury story of how the world’s 
largest Benedictine abbey decided to hire Breuer, a 
reputable but untested religious designer, to design 
their church, the central element in a larger campus, 

Victoria Young to Speak on Her 
New Saint John’s Abbey Book

and a monastic expansion. Breuer was selected 
from among a who’s who of architectural stars, 
including Walter Gropius, Eero Saarinen, Barry 
Byrne, and others. Breuer and his team created a 
sculpted concrete building that responded to and 
shaped the new liturgical reforms being champi-
oned by the Benedictines, reenvisioning what a 
church could be and setting a worldwide standard 
for midcentury religious design. 

Young’s talk will be held in the main sanctuary 
of Christ Church Lutheran, 3244 34th Avenue 
South. Copies of the book will be available for 
purchase and signing by the author.  

For more information on the book go to http: 
//www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/
saint-johns-abbey-church, or contact Sue Focke 
at mnfocke@aol.com or Victoria Young at  
vmyoung@stthomas.edu.

MNSAH officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Kristin Anderson
Laura Weber
Rolf Anderson
Robin Ryan

Committee chairs
Marketing
Membership
Program
Modern Masters

Laura Weber
Kristin Anderson
Rolf Anderson
Judy Kurtz

Jo Davison
Anita Hawks
Deb Ford
David Heide
Gary Reetz 
Eva Quigley Timmons

At large

Please direct membership inquiries to Kristin Anderson, 612-330-1285 or anderso3@augsburg.edu.
For general comments or program and tour suggestions, contact Kristin Anderson.

Please direct comments or concerns about the newsletter to  
With Respect to Architecture at the MNSAH address above, 
or to Laura Weber at l-webe@umn.edu
Coordinator
Designer

275 Market Street, Suite 54,  Minneapolis, Minnesota  55405      www.mnsah.org

Laura Weber
Linda Schotl (ls.design@comcast.net)
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I understand that the participation of the Minnesota Chapter of the Society of Architectural Historians (MNSAH) and 
cooperating organizations and individuals in the MNSAH co-sponsored tour, “Bridging Continents, Bridging the River” 
on September 6, 2014, are limited to providing educational background and guidance, and that MNSAH and cooperating 
organizations and individuals have no liability or responsibility whatsoever therefore, or for any acts or omissions of oth-
ers in connection therewith, and shall in no event be under any liability or responsibility whatsoever for the death of any 
person or any loss, expense, delay, injury, or other damage to any person or property, however occurring, on, during, or 
in relation to the tour.

Signature(s)

The tour includes transportation and lunch—vegetarian options will be available.
Amount enclosed:
($45 member)

Send this form and your check, payable to MNSAH and arriving by August 22, 2014 to: 

Norwegian–American Historical Association
1510 St. Olaf Avenue
 Northfield, MN  55057

Registration deadline: Friday,  August 22, 2014
When: Saturday, September 6, 2014

Tour is rain or shine, so be sure to dress appropriately and wear sturdy shoes

Each person listed must sign the following statement:

MNSAH/NAHA BRIDGE TOUR

Phone and E-mail

Name(s)

Address

City/State/Zip

I understand that the participation of the Minnesota Chapter of the Society of Architectural Historians (MNSAH) and 
cooperating organizations and individuals in the MNSAH-sponsored tour, “Dayon’s Bluff/Swede Hollow” on October 11, 
2014, are limited to providing educational background and guidance, and that MNSAH and cooperating organizations and 
individuals have no liability or responsibility whatsoever therefore, or for any acts or omissions of others in connection 
therewith, and shall in no event be under any liability or responsibility whatsoever for the death of any person or any loss, 
expense, delay, injury, or other damage to any person or property, however occurring, on, during, or in relation to the tour.

Signature(s)

The tour includes lunch—vegetarian options will be available.

Amount enclosed:
($15 member; $20 nonmember; $5 student)

Send this form and your check, payable to MNSAH and arriving by October 6, 2014 to: 
MNSAH
c/o Lock Bounds
2072 Iglehart Avenue
St. Paul, MN  55104

Registration deadline: Monday, October 6, 2014
When: Saturday, October 11, 2014

Tour is rain or shine, so be sure to dress appropriately and wear sturdy shoes

Each person listed must sign the following statement:

MNSAH FALL TOUR 2014

Phone and E-mail

Name(s)

Address

City/State/Zip

Dayton’s Bluff/ Swede Hollow
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MNSAH
c/o AIA Minnesota
275 Market Street, Suite 54
Minneapolis, MN  55405

Join at mnsah.org/join or send check (payable to MNSAH) to:
Kristin Anderson
2417 Como Avenue
St. Paul, MN 
55108-1459

All are welcome to join the Minnesota Chapter of the Society of Architectural Historians 
(MNSAH). Although many of our members are professionals in architectural history and 
related disciplines, an interest in architectural history is the only requirement for membership.

Phone and E-mail

Name(s)

Address

City/State/Zip

Do you know someone who should be a part of MNSAH?
Please provide address or e-mail and we will contact them with MNSAH information only.

Student       $20
Individual    $25 
Household   $40 

Sponsor        $75

Corporate    $100

Total amount enclosed

MNSAH MEMBERSHIP 
join or renew

Benefactor    $200


